Reports Required by Congress

Maritime Education and Training

The Appropriations Committees requested an evaluation of the licensed officer education programs at the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy and the State maritime academies in House Report 105-636 accompanying the 1999 Omnibus Appropriations Act (Public Law 105-277).  The status of the evaluation and report is provided below.

MARAD conducted an evaluation of the impact of the licensed officer education training programs at the USMMA and the six State maritime academies on achievement of our national security goal. MARAD found that data on the educational background of existing mariners were incomplete, thus making it impossible to determine directly the impact of the Federally funded officer education programs on achievement of DOT/MARAD national security goals.  Alternatively,  MARAD prepared a draft evaluation of the program impact based on the best available information and developed an approach for obtaining the required data for a direct measurement.  A random sample of currently licensed mariners is now being surveyed, in conjunction with the Bureau of Transportation Statistics, to gather data necessary for determining the impact of Federal training programs as well as information on mariner availability for sealift employment during national defense emergencies.  Results of this survey will be analyzed and the program evaluation will be finalized and submitted to Congress and released in FY 2001. 

While the draft evaluation results were inconclusive, the Federal and State academies were found to be crucial to the renewal of the Nation's shrinking pool of licensed mariners.  A decline in qualified officers is expected to accelerate after February 2002, when more stringent and costly licensing requirements under the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification, and Watchkeeping are implemented.  

Reports required by the 2001 Authorization Act

The Department of Defense Authorization Act for 2001, Public Law 106-398, contains the following provisions for reports to be submitted to the Committees.

SEC. 3502 Scrapping of National Defense Reserve Fleet 

Development of Program; Report

The Secretary of Transportation, in consultation with the Secretary of the Navy and the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, shall within 6 months after the date of the enactment of this Act-

develop a program for the scrapping of obsolete National Defense Reserve Fleet; and

submit a report on the program to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure and the Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives, the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate, and the Committees on Armed Services of the House of Representatives and the Senate.

This report was forwarded to the Department for initial review in March 2001.

SEC. 3506. REPORTING OF ADMINISTERED AND OVERSIGHT FUNDS.

The Maritime Administration, in its annual report to the Congress under section 208 of the Merchant Marine Act, 1936 (46 U.S.C. App. 1118), and in its annual budget estimate submitted to the Congress, shall state separately the amount, source, intended use, and nature of any funds (other than funds appropriated to the Administration or to the Secretary of Transportation for use by the Administration) administered, or subject to oversight, by the Administration.

This report will be included in the Annual Report.  Because of the required clearance process and the budget production schedule, it was not possible to include it in the annual budget estimates for 2002.  MARAD will provide this report to the Committees by letter.  This was discussed with Committee staff.
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