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The Secretary

Ecuador:  Civil aviation consultations with Ecuador are scheduled for August 7-8 in Washington.  The Government of Ecuador requested these talks to discuss issues relating to air services operated under our air transport agreement and to Ecuador’s efforts to bring its safety oversight up to international standards.  We have added a discussion of open skies to the agenda and informed the Ecuadorians that the Federal Aviation Administration handles matters relating to safety oversight.  
France:  On July 6, the French Government, citing Air France's desire for antitrust immunity, requested a technical meeting to review the changes necessary to convert the U.S.-France aviation agreement to Open Skies.  The technical meeting, held on July 19, went very well, and we expect to be able to conclude an Open Skies agreement during formal negotiations in September.  

Japan:  U.S. and Japanese delegations met on July 25-26, 2001, in Tokyo to discuss bilateral aviation relations.  The agenda included discussion of full liberalization of U.S.-Japan Civil aviation relations, and operational issues at Tokyo airports.  This was the third in a series of meetings that began in November 2000.  The two sides agreed to meet again at a time to be agreed upon through diplomatic channels. 

Philippines:  A U.S. delegation will visit Manila on July 30 for informal discussions with the Government of the Philippines to exchange views on the prospect of concluding a bilateral open-skies aviation agreement. 

