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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

Possible American Airlines Flight Attendants Strike:  On May 23, 2001, the National Mediation Board proffered arbitration in the negotiations between American Airlines and the Association of Professional Flight Attendants (APFA).  American immediately accepted NMB's proffer of arbitration.  The APFA board is not expected to vote until next week and will likely reject the proffer.  This will begin a 30-day cooling-off period, which, if negotiations fail, could lead to a strike in late June, unless the President establishes a PEB.  June is in the middle of the peak travel season.  American advises that it would not attempt to operate the airline if its 23,000 flight attendants go on strike.  American Airlines is the world's largest airline.

Japan:  Deputy Secretary Jackson will meet with Japanese Vice Minister for Land, Infrastructure and Transport Jiro Hanyu on June 6, 2001.  Vice Minister Hanyu will extend an invitation for Secretary Mineta, on behalf of Japanese Minister for Land, Infrastructure and Transport Chikage Ogi, to participate as a speaker at the Ministerial Conference on Transport and Environment in Tokyo, January 2002.  The objective of the Conference is to exchange views and information among major countries on the problems relating to transport and environment, and to promote international cooperation in this area through a joint action plan.

