Weekly Cabinet Report for

Week of April 16, 2001

Susan McDermott

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Aviation

 and International Affairs

The Secretary

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

Signing of Multilateral Open Skies Agreement:  On May 1, Secretary Norman Y. Mineta is scheduled to sign a multilateral open skies agreement with the Ministers of Transport representing Brunei, Chile, New Zealand and Singapore.  The signing ceremony and joint meeting with the Ministers will be held at the Department.   It is anticipated that the ceremony will be witnessed by airline and airline association representatives, foreign and local press, and State Department officials.

South Africa:  Negotiations are scheduled May 22-24 in Pretoria.  The current agreement, negotiated in 1996, provides that the annexes will be reviewed after five years to consider modifications to promote growth in the U.S.-South Africa market.  

Trans World Airlines/American Airlines Route Transfer:  On April 4, by Order 2001-4-7, the Department approved the transfer of Trans World Airlines’ domestic and international route authority to American Airlines and its subsidiary Trans World Airlines LLC.  American intends to keep operating the domestic and international services now operated by TWA and to retain most of TWA’S employees.  St. Louis supported the transfer and no party filed in opposition.  Transfer of the authority becomes effective upon Trans World Airlines LLC receiving the necessary operating authority from the Federal Aviation Administration. 

