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Weekly Cabinet Report for







Week of January 14, 2002

Read C. Van de Water

Assistant Secretary for Aviation

  And International Affairs

The Secretary
WEEK OF JANUARY 14

Nothing to report for this week.
OUTLOOK FOR NEXT FOUR WEEKS

OECD:  The OECD workshop on liberalization of air cargo transportation is scheduled to take place in Paris, January 21-22.  
Hong Kong:  The United States and Hong Kong have agreed to resume aviation liberalization talks January 23-25, in Washington. 

U.S.-U.K. Alliance Case: A tentative decision in this consolidated AA/BA and UA/bmi antitrust immunity case is expected in January.  The Department received answers on December 17, including that of the Department of Justice, and Replies to the Answers on December 21. 

Delta-Air France/Alitalia/CSA Antitrust Case: A tentative decision to approve antitrust immunity in this case was issued on December 21, 2001. Comments were filed January 4, and replies January 11, 2002. The case is now ripe for a final decision. 
Uzbekistan Carrier Authority to Serve the U.S.:  Within the next several weeks, the Department expects to issue Avialeasing Aviation Company (a foreign air carrier of Uzbekistan) operating authority to conduct cargo charter operations between the U.S. and Uzbekistan consistent with our open-skies agreement with Uzbekistan.  

China: Informal consultations will take place in Beijing, February 6-7, to review the aviation relationship and to ascertain whether a basis exists for formal negotiations.  Although significant new opportunities in the U.S.-China market were obtained as a result of negotiations held in April 1999, the U.S.-China bilateral remains one of our most restrictive.  For example, it limits designations to four carriers by each side and capacity to 54 flights per week.  In addition to seeking better access to the China market, the U.S. delegation will also raise a number of doing business issues.  
RESULTS OF RECENT ACTIVITIES

Latvia:  The United States had proposed to reschedule open-skies negotiations with Latvia, January 15-17, in Washington.   Latvia has decided to postpone the talks to, perhaps, sometime in April.  The earlier talks were cancelled in the aftermath of September 11. 

Air Transportation Safety and System Stabilization Act:  Carrier applications for the second round of compensation for losses attributable to terrorist activity have been submitted.  The Department began receiving applications on November 1, and 336 applications were filed by Friday, December 28.  To date, 147 second-round applications for a total of $3.85 billion for compensation had been paid.

