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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY

FROM:  Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy

SUBJECT:  OST P Calendar and Status Report

MAJOR POLICY INITIATIVES, NEW REGULATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HOT ISSUES

THE WEEK AHEAD REPORT:  December 1-8

Reauthorization Bill:  Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, will be meeting with William Millar, President of the American Public Transportation Association, on Tuesday, December 3, regarding the Reauthorization Bill.

Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, will be meeting with Dan Tangherlini, Acting Director for the District of Columbia Department of Transportation, and Emeka Moneme, Special Assistant, on Friday, December 6, regarding the Reauthorization Bill.
OUTLOOK FOR THE COMING MONTH

Reauthorization Bill:  We plan to submit Reauthorization Bill to OMB for interagency clearance.

RESULTS OF RECENT ACTIVITIES

Reauthorization Bill:  Decisions were reached at the Secretarial level on major TEA-21 Reauthorization issues.
Executive Order 13274:  Regarding E.O. 13274, the Department's Project Review Team will be recommending a handful of projects to the Secretary for his consideration of placement on the Priority Project list.  The deadline for outside sources to nominate projects was November 12 -- the Department received over 70 nominations from around the country.  It is anticipated the first meeting of the Transportation Infrastructure Streamlining Task Force will be held in December with Secretary Mineta as chair.  On November 22, Deputy Secretary Jackson with CEQ Chairman Jim Connaughton co-chaired a Deputies meeting to inform the other agencies of the status of the implementation of the Executive Order and to enlist support as the process moves forward.  The November 23rd issue of the National Journal features a cover story on what it views as the Administration's environmental policy -- among other things it highlights E.O. 13274 as an example of "...the Administration's aggressive efforts to limit NEPA's role..."

EPA 5th State and Local Climate Change Partners Conference:  Deputy Assistant Secretary Joel Szabat, and two other staff members from Policy, addressed the EPA 5th State and Local Climate Change Partners Conference in Annapolis, MD on November 20th, 21st, and 23rd.  The Conference is cosponsored by DOT and DOE, other Federal agencies, and many NGOs.  A number of the Department’s activities related to research on climate change and transportation were covered.  
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