PAGE  
2


[image: image1.png]







U.S.  Department of 

Assistant Secretary
400 Seventh St., SW
Transportation




Washington, DC 20590
Office of the Secretary 

of Transportation

July 15, 2002








MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY

FROM:  Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy

SUBJECT:  OST P Calendar and Status Report

MAJOR POLICY INITIATIVES, NEW REGULATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HOT ISSUES

THE WEEK AHEAD REPORT:  July 15-26

National Association of Counties:  Emil H. Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, will be a speaker for the National Association of Counties session entitled, "TEA-21 Reauthorization-NACo's Partners."  This session will be held on Tuesday, July 16 at the Morial Convention Center in New Orleans, Louisiana.  

Environmental Streamlining:  Associate Deputy Secretary Shane will participate in a Leadership Dialogue on Environmental Streamlining on July 23, accompanied by Policy staff.  This is part of DOT's continuing efforts to improve project delivery through environmental stewardship.  The executive session will bring together leaders of DOT, Federal environmental agencies and transportation and environmental stakeholders.  

National Conference of State Legislatures:  Emil H. Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, will be a speaker for the National Conference of State Legislatures in Denver, Colorado on July 24.  Mr. Frankel will serve on a panel that will discuss the reauthorization of TEA-21.

OUTLOOK FOR THE COMING MONTH

Council of State Governments' Eastern Regional Conference:  Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, will be a speaker at the Council of State Governments' Eastern Regional Conference and the New York Host Committee's 2002 Annual Meeting to be held at the Adams Mark Hotel in Buffalo, New York on August 6.  The Assistant Secretary's role will be to discuss the Administration's views and proposals on TEA-21, RIDE-21, AIR-21, and intercity passenger rail.  

RESULTS OF RECENT ACTIVITIES

Ultra-wideband:  A letter initiated by Reps. Tauzin and Engel was sent to FCC Chairman Powell signed from several House Representatives of the House Energy and Commerce Committee urging the FCC to allow a blanket waiver for ultra-wideband based ground penetrating radars and wall imaging systems.  Although the Department sent in its non-concurrence to NTIA, NTIA supported the FCC proposal to grant these waivers with little changes to the original FCC language.  The waiver as requested by the Tauzin et al letter was adopted by the FCC today, July 21, 2002.  There are no bands that are now restricted bands from unlicensed operations of this type and it is anticipated that this is only an initial step to allow commercial systems into ex-restricted bands.  It is anticipated that other commercial ventures will quickly move in to expand the FCC waivers.  This could cause a great problem for aviation safety.
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