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April 16, 2002


MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY

FROM:  Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy

SUBJECT:  OST P Calendar and Status Report

MAJOR POLICY INITIATIVES, NEW REGULATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HOT ISSUES

THE WEEK AHEAD REPORT:  April 15-26

National Association of Development Organizations:  Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, participated on a panel for the National Association of Development Organizations on Monday, April 15, in Washington, DC.  The Assistant Secretary gave an overview of current Federal transportation issues, including the status of Federal highway and transit trust fund issues, outlook for TEA-21 reauthorization and an overview of the new Transportation Security Administration.

Earth Day Celebration:  The Policy Office has recommended that the Secretary announce the Scenic Byway discretionary grants for FY02 on Earth Day, April 22.  Under the Scenic Byway program, the Secretary recognizes certain roads as National Scenic Byways or All-American Roads based on their archaeological, cultural, historic, natural, recreational, and scenic qualities.  DOT provides discretionary grants to states for byway projects and for planning, designing and developing State scenic byway programs.  

2002 AASHTO Spring Meeting:  Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, will be attending the 2002 AASHTO spring meeting to be held at Nemacolin Woodlands, in Farmington, Pennsylvania from April 18-22nd.  The Assistant Secretary will attend their board meeting on April 21, and will speak on reauthorization.

U.S. Chamber of Commerce's Summit Luncheon:  On April 24, Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy, will attend the U.S. Chamber of Commerce's summit luncheon in Washington, DC, where Secretary Mineta will be the keynote speaker.  The summit will gather senior government officials, business and industry leaders and the media to examine our inter-modal transportation system and to discuss ideas for improving the network to meet security, safety and economic needs.

Regional Plan Association:  Assistant Secretary Frankel will participate in a workshop at the Regional Plan Association's 12th Annual Regional Assembly, "Rebuilding Downtown New York" to be held April 26, 2002.  There will be over 600 civic, business and community leaders and the press attending this event.  

OUTLOOK FOR THE COMING MONTH

Symposium on "Sustainable Mobility:  Global Challenges:"  Assistant Secretary Emil Frankel will be a speaker at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology's Symposium on "Sustainable Mobility:  Global Challenges" on May 3, in Cambridge, MA.  This is a symposium on transportation issues in developed and developing countries.  The audience will include individuals from the public and private sectors and from academia.  Also a number of MIT graduate students in technology and policy and students from the Center for Transportation Studies will be attending.

Energy, Environment, and Transportation National Summit:  Assistant Secretary Emil Frankel will attend the Energy, Environment, and Transportation National Summit in New York City, NY.  On May 17, the Assistant Secretary will participate on a panel that will highlight Federal programs that are being implemented by State partners to address energy, environmental, and transportation issues.  

RESULTS OF RECENT ACTIVITIES

No report.
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