Department of Transportation

For the Week of March 24, 2003

Key Agency News

DOT to Announce $40 Million in Grants to Improve Safety Belt Usage, Support Local Law Enforcement.  During the week of March 24, DOT’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) expect to announce the award of $40 million in grants to states to improve automobile safety belt usage.  The grants will support innovative programs proposed by the states to increase safety belt use.  It is expected that a significant portion of the funds will be used to support “Click-It or Ticket” campaigns for stepped-up safety belt enforcement.  These campaigns pay dividends that reach beyond safety belts alone.  For example, a two-week Click It or Ticket campaign in eight southern states in 2001 resulted in the arrest of 1,471 fugitives, the recovery of 254 stolen cars, and the removal of 8,478 impaired drivers from the roads. 

Massachusetts to Open Major Portion of Central Artery Project.  On March 28, a major section of Boston’s Central Artery Project (the Big Dig) is scheduled to open.  The segment to be opened, which runs north through downtown Boston and over the Zakim Bunker Hill Bridge, will replace the elevated section of the Central Artery.  The southbound segment is expected to open within the next year.  The opening ceremony for the northbound segment will be held March 27, 2003.

DOT to Launch Track Audit and Safety Inspections of Florida East Coast Railroad.  During the week of March 24, DOT’s Federal Railroad Administration will conduct a track audit and inspection of the Florida East Coast Railroad.  The purpose of the audit is to ensure the railroad has adequately addressed safety concerns raised earlier by the FRA.  The focus of the audit will be on track conditions, roadway worker protection, and the railroad’s radio and dispatching procedures.  

DOT to Participate in International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Air Transport Conference.  From March 24 to 29, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) will hold a worldwide Air Transport Conference in Montreal, Canada.  The conference will provide a forum for ICAO’s 184 member nations to examine issues of safety, security, market access, airline alliances and fair competition – all of which are critical to U.S. initiatives to establish a global, market-based aviation environment.  DOT Associate Deputy Secretary Jeff Shane will address the conference.
Press Activity

NBC Dateline is working on a story about bridge safety.  Dateline is surveying the states for information about how well bridges are protected against potential damage from errant barges and ships.  FHWA is providing background information.  Dateline appears to be addressing safety more than security.

AP is working on an article about DOT’s and other government agencies’ emergency planning efforts.  Reporter toured the FAA Washington Operations Center and the RSPA Crisis Management Center.  
Newsday is writing a story about the airlines' financial difficulties.  In response to criticism that the FAA does not have enough inspectors to oversee the airlines and designees, FAA explained how ATOS works, current staffing numbers, and how FAA has retargeted surveillance (United, US Airways, American) while not adding inspectors.  The FAA has adequate staffing to oversee the nation's airlines and inspectors have better tools to do their jobs.

The Wall Street Journal and Dallas Morning News called concerning reports that FAA will be implementing Air Defense Identification Zones (ADIZ) in the 29 metro areas with Class B airspace that don't have them now.  FAA explained that discussions about possible airspace changes with other federal agencies continue, but would not speculate about any changes before announcing them.  
The Washington Post “Regulators” column is preparing a story on high intensity discharge (HID) headlights and has reviewed docket comments and received some background information from the NHTSA reviewing office.  HID headlights, which meet federal standards, have received a large number of complaints concerning glare; defenders cite superior illumination.

The Los Angeles Times is reviewing NHTSA Fatality Analysis System (FARS) data in preparation for a story on driver age and sex and seat belt use.  

The Washington Post is working on a story about the science behind noise barriers and the causes of highway noise.  

On April 7, a National Press Foundation briefing is planned on surface transportation reauthorization.  

KNTV-TV (NBC affiliate in San Jose, CA) is working on a story about the number of red-light running crashes and fatalities in California.  

The Japanese newspaper Nikkei is working on a story on the Intelligent Vehicle Initiative.

USA Today called FAA concerning a story about pilot union contracts.  Reporter may mention pilot flight time/rest as one item negotiated as part of these agreements.

ABC News called concerning funding for Essential Air Service.  No information on if/when story might run.

The New York Times is working on an article about the effect of pickups and their higher profile in crashes with sedans. Reporter asked for an extensive summary of NHTSA’s Fatality Analysis Report System (FARS) data on pick up trucks involved with passenger cars.

ABC 20/20 is working on a segment concerning how recreational vehicles are made and which Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards apply to them. NHTSA’s Associate Administrator for Enforcement will respond on background.
The Secretary’s Schedule

Monday, March 24.  Meeting with the President; Meeting with Low Air Fare Carriers.
Tuesday, March 25.  Meeting with Bob Walker (Chairman, Commission on the Future of US Aerospace Industry); Attend the Association of Asian Pacific Community Health Organizations and the Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus congressional reception.

Friday, March 28.  Attend State Department Reception. 

Congressional Activity

March 27.  The House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Aviation will hold a hearing on FAA Reauthorization.  FAA Administrator Marion Blakey will testify on behalf of the Department.

FOIA Inquiries

Nothing to report.

***

Point of Contact:  For the weekend of March 29 – 30, 2003, John Flaherty will be the contact.  He can be reached through the FAA Operations Center at (202) 267-3333.

GRANTS

The following grants from DOT's Federal Transit Administration are pending release: 


Arkansas

$4,940,777.00
for projects in Districts
1, 2, 3, 4

Georgia

$1,000,000.00
for projects in Districts
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11

Indiana

$5,446,018.00
for projects in District
2

Maryland

$1,485,020.00
for projects in Districts
1, 2, 3, 7

Ohio

$2,023,768.00
for projects in District
3

Oklahoma

$1,980,059.00
for projects in Districts
1, 2, 3, 4, 5

$1,100,000.00
for projects in District
5

Pennsylvania

$1,485,258.00
for projects in Districts
9, 12

$1,500,000.00
for projects in Districts
4, 8, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19

Texas

$2,895,837.00
for projects in Districts
1, 2, 5, 8, 31

Wisconsin

$4,085,498.00
for projects in Districts
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

The following grants from the DOT’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and Federal Highway Administration are pending release.  All amounts are Section 157 grants to support innovative law enforcement programs to expand safety belt use:

	Alabama
	$1,072,369 

	Alaska
	$356,928 

	Arizona
	$563,470 

	Arkansas
	$594,879 

	California
	$3,569,276 

	Colorado
	$793,172 

	Connecticut
	$594,879 

	Delaware
	$356,928 

	DC
	$277,610 

	Florida
	$2,538,152 

	Georgia
	$1,189,759 

	Hawaii
	$289,508 

	Idaho
	$277,610 

	Illinois
	$1,110,441 

	Indiana
	$861,502 

	Iowa
	$753,514 

	Kentucky
	$1,031,124 

	Louisiana
	$456,074 

	Maryland
	$680,780 

	Massachusetts
	$662,299 

	Michigan
	$1,764,809 

	Minnesota
	$951,807 

	Mississippi
	$674,197 

	Missouri
	$778,102 

	Nebraska
	$317,269 

	Nevada
	$436,245 

	N. Hampshire
	$277,610 

	New Jersey
	$1,136,360 

	New York
	$1,982,931 

	N. Carolina
	$713,855 

	North Dakota
	$356,928 

	Ohio
	$1,098,544 

	Oklahoma
	$555,221 

	Oregon
	$396,586 

	Pennsylvania
	$2,062,248 

	Rhode Island
	$396,586 

	S. Carolina
	$490,909 

	Tennessee
	$567,911 

	Texas
	$4,203,814 

	Utah
	$370,808 

	Vermont
	$396,586 

	Virginia
	$1,070,783 

	Washington
	$872,490 

	West Virginia
	$436,245 

	Puerto Rico
	$336,783 


Release of transportation discretionary grants over $1 million is subject to a three-day advance notification request to congressional appropriation committees.  All announcements of grants must be coordinated with the DOT Governmental Affairs office.
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