Department of Transportation

For the Week of March 17, 2003

Key Agency News

DOT to Release Aviation Industry Forecasts for 2003 to 2014.   On March 18 and 19, DOT’s Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will hold its 28th annual Aviation Forecast Conference.  During the conference, FAA will release its forecasts of activity and growth in aviation products and services covering the current year through 2014.  Approximately 500 participants from all segments of the aviation community are scheduled to attend, representing airlines, business aviation, general aviation, aircraft manufacturers, airport managers, and state and local officials.  Secretary Mineta, FAA Administrator Blakey, and the Transportation Security Administration’s (TSA’s) Deputy Administrator will address the conference.
DOT to Testify on Amtrak before House Appropriations Subcommittee.  On March 20, DOT’s Deputy Secretary will appear at a House Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation and Treasury hearing on Amtrak funding.  The hearing is expected to focus on DOT’s implementation of new statutory requirements for heightened oversight of Amtrak by DOT, as well as the Administration’s Fiscal Year 2004 funding request for passenger rail.  The Deputy Secretary will report that DOT’s Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) has implemented the necessary changes to its grant process for Amtrak, and that Amtrak has to date been cooperative in providing the more detailed financial data required under the new rules.
DOT Officials to Appear at Minnesota Transportation Policy Forum.  On March 16 and 17, senior DOT officials will highlight the Administration’s transportation priorities at an Minneapolis, Minnesota forum on transportation policy and technology sponsored by Rep. Jim Oberstar, ranking Member of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.  The Administrators of the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Highway Administration, and Research and Special Programs Administration will address the forum on March 16; the Associate Deputy Secretary will speak March 17.  The forum, titled "Intermodal Transportation: The Potential and the Challenge," is expected to focus on the upcoming reauthorization of federal surface transportation and aviation programs. 

DOT to Continue Remote Control Locomotive Safety Audits.  During the week of March 17, DOT’s Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) will conduct a safety audit of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad’s newly-established remote control locomotive operations at Fargo, North Dakota.  The audit is one of an ongoing series monitoring the implementation of remote control locomotive technology by the major freight railroads.  The new technology is meeting with resistance from organized labor, specifically from the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers (BLE). In response to a BLE petition concerning the technology, FRA conducted an earlier audit of remote control operations of the CSX railroad.  To date, the audits have detected no systemic safety concerns.

Press Activity

Heavy press interest is expected in the release of DOT’s aviation industry forecast on March 18.

USA Today contacted the Federal Aviation Administration concerning an upcoming story about pilot union contracts.  Reporter may mention pilot flight time and rest requirements as one item negotiated as part of these agreements.

ABC News called concerning funding for Essential Air Service to small communities.  Airdate unknown.

The Los Angles Times called concerning a story it is preparing on port security.  Publication expected the weekend of March 15-16.

The New York Times is working on an article about the effect of pickup trucks and their higher profile in crashes with sedans. Reporter asked for an extensive summary of NHTSA’s Fatality Analysis Report System (FARS) data on pick up trucks involved with passenger cars.  Publication date not known.

ABC TV News’ 20/20 is working on a segment concerning how recreational vehicles are made and which Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards apply to them.

The Secretary’s Schedule

March 18.  Address the 28th Annual FAA Aviation Forecast Conference.

March 20.  Attend the Radio and Television Correspondents Dinner. 

Congressional Activity

March 17.  The House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Aviation will hold a field hearing on Portland, OR, on Small Community Air Service.  A Departmental witness is yet to be determined.
March 20.  The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation and Treasury will hold a hearing on the Amtrak FY 2003 Omni Provisions and the FY 2004 Budget.  The Deputy Secretary will testify on behalf of the Department.
March 20 (tentative).  The House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Aviation will hold a hearing on FAA Reauthorization: General Aviation.  No DOT witness has been invited to testify.

March 20.  The House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Aviation will hold a hearing on Protecting Commercial Aircraft from Missile Attacks.  A Departmental witness is yet to be determined.

FOIA Inquiries

The St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation received three Freedom of Information requests.  One was for records pertaining to marine safety incidents including releases of oil into the environment as well as personal injuries for a charter barge company.  The second was from an Overland, KS business for any invoices regarding that business.  The final request was from a University for records concerning the March 19, 2002 memo issued by White House Chief of Staff Andrew Card regarding weapons of mass destruction.

***

Point of Contact:  For the weekend of March 22 – 23, 2003, John Flaherty will be the contact.  He can be reached through the FAA Operations Center at (202) 267-3333.

GRANTS

The following grants from DOT's Federal Transit Administration are pending release: 


Arkansas

$4,940,777.00
for projects in Districts
1, 2, 3, 4

Georgia

$1,000,000.00
for projects in Districts
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11

Indiana

$5,446,018.00
for projects in District
2

Maryland

$1,485,020.00
for projects in Districts
1, 2, 3, 7

Missouri/Kansas

$1,000,000.00
for projects in Districts
MO 4, 5, 6, KS 2, 3

Ohio

$2,023,768.00
for projects in District 3

Oklahoma

$1,980,059.00
for projects in Districts
1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Pennsylvania

$1,485,258.00
for projects in Districts
9, 12

$1,500,000.00
for projects in Districts
4, 8, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19

Texas

$2,895,837.00
for projects in Districts
1, 2, 5, 8, 31

Wisconsin

$4,085,498.00
for projects in Districts
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

There are no FAA AIP grants pending. 

Release of transportation discretionary grants over $1 million is subject to a three-day advance notification request to congressional appropriation committees.  All announcements of grants must be coordinated with the DOT Governmental Affairs office.
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