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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY

FROM:  Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy

SUBJECT:  OST P Calendar and Status Report

MAJOR POLICY INITIATIVES, NEW REGULATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HOT ISSUES

THE WEEK AHEAD REPORT:  January 27-31

Priority Project Selection:  Deputy Assistant Secretary Szabat will present options to the Secretary for next round of priority project selection for Environmental Streamlining.  

Ultra Wide Band (UWB):  Joel Szabat, Deputy Assistant Secretary, will hold conversations with other Federal agencies to address disagreements over the effects of the use of UWB equipment on spectrum and air traffic communications.  

Alternative Airport Capacity Study Results:  A briefing is planned for the week of January 27th on the results of a Policy Office study of regional airport capacity and the potential use of alternative airports to relieve congested hub airports.  Case studies in four regions (New York, Boston, St. Louis and Los Angeles) were studied and successes and failures identified in achieving better integration of airport and surface transportation planning.  Findings focus on the need for a region-wide strategy in assessing airport capacity and for improved coordination between airports serving a region and between airports and regional surface transportation planning and development agencies. 

Environmental Streamlining:  Deputy Assistant Secretary Szabat will host a meeting on Environmental Streamlining with other Federal agencies, on January 30th.

OUTLOOK FOR THE COMING MONTH

No report.

RESULTS OF RECENT ACTIVITIES

Riverside County Priority Project:  On January 24th, Deputy Assistant Secretary Joel Szabat will meet with EPA, ACE, and Riverside County to discuss Riverside County Priority Project.  

Recent Activities:  Deputy Assistant Secretary Szabat participated in the following recent activities:  (1) moderated TRB panel on Climate Change, (2) made welcoming remarks on behalf of the Secretary to a Korean Transportation Delegation, (3) worked with NHTSA to develop options for alternative fuel tax incentives, and (4) recommended DOT/RSPA role in an administration hydrogen fuel initiative to the Secretary's office.
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